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he ski holidays I am used to :
typically involve arriving at :
busy Geneva airport to pay :
£15 for a bottle of water,
bundling into a three-hour :
minibus transfer, getting
caught in the queues going :
up the mountain and arriving at a 20- :
person chalet hosted by an English gap- :
year student. I'm used to bumpinginto half :

of London at aprés (unsurprisingly my last :
break to Val d’Isére sent me home with :
Covid). But this trip — my first foray into :

: Italian skiing — promises to be different. :

I've come to the Dolomites for my first :

i “ski safari”. The premise is simple (and :

does, in fact, involve getting the binoculars :
out for some marmot spotting): instead of :
staying in one chalet, you ski between :
different accommodation, in different :
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villages, via different resorts. The cynicin
: me is thinking what a faff it will be to lug :
: my overpacked luggage and skikit around: :

i ButMerrion Charles, my luxury tour oper-

i ator, and her Italian sidekick, the ski guide :

: impresario Mario Delmonego, promise no
i finger-lifting will be required. :
{  Within a couple of hours’ drive from

Innsbruck in Austria our small group is
: crossing the Italian border at sunset, :

gazing at the tips of the Dolomites,
highlighted in soft salmon hues above
contrasting craggy cliffs. Gabriele, our
¢ driver,isan early indication of how charm-
: ing this trip will be. With his golden curls
and strange techno music, he takes us up
he windy farm roads in his Tesla and
¢ delivers us to the first of three unique stays
: where we will spend our nights. We are
welcomed with a warm hug by Stefano
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2023 Canada, Alaska & USA Land Journey

Collection

When you travel with Scenic, you will enjoy a series of unique and exclusive
experiences, carefully curated to create unforgettable memories. From the
breathtaking beauty, spectacular wildlife and enthralling phenomena of Western

Canada and Alaska, to the melting pot of ¢!
coast. :

Stay in wonderfully located hotels, chosen
and travel with some of the world’s best ral

ulture and rich history of the USA's east

to reflect the uniqueness of a location,
iland cruise companies, including the

king of rail journeys, the Rocky Mountaineer. We go above and beyond, making your

trip a truly carefree experience.

quk today and save a guaranteed ei,ooo per person’. Plus, enjoy FREE
Private Door-to-Door Transfers’ when you book by 31 October 2022.
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16 Day Eastern Canada &
USA Explorer
| Montréal > New York

Departs May -
§ September 2023

From £7,395pp-

Scan the QR code for full &
itinerary & inclusions
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once-in-a-lifetime experiences

o Sz;:ii;F hoice - a choice of included
a ities to personalise your journ
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Locanda degli Artisti

8 : and werush with excitement to be the fir
i skiers to whizz down the runs. Mari
: guides us down wide, empty blacks, hely
: ing me with my technique s0 I can car?

Dinner at Rifuq;
o
Fuciade S

hlte Deer San orenzo §

: impressively good for this time of year. At :
i Kronplatz, a 15-minute drive in Mario’s ski :
¢ bus, there’s no queue for the main gondola, :
: which sets the precedent for therest of the :
¢ trip. The Dolomites havefast, state-of-the- :

Need to
know

: beach trips, even if there’s snow), so often :
i the slopes are empty at this time of year.

Seven nights’ half-board > -
We ski all morning, stopping only foran :

: from £3,300pp based on
¢ six sharing, including
: guiding, ski hire and

b : : nog, with five spirits and velvety cream on
: six-day ski pass

: Fly to Innsbruck

 Barbini, host of the White Deer San Lor- :
enzo Mountain Lodge near San Lorenzodi : of detail is almost exhausting and, aftera
 Sebato in the Alta Badia valley. He's wav- : final digestivo of Stefano’s deadly
- ing and shouting “ciao, ciao”, brandishing : homemade limoncello, I start to
slippers to make us feel instantly at home. : panic that my salopettes won't do
Chalets are rare in the Italian Alps, : up the next day. 3
where most accommodation is in hotels, :  Still, I can't refuse another
%0 this retreat, a former 16th-century : hearty meal at breakfast to gear
hunting lodge built for Italian aristocracy : up for day one of our safari. The
and sleeping ten (you have to book the : ideaistoskiin manyofthelSr(.e-'
whole chalet), is something special. With : sorts that make up the Dolomiti
Tustic chic interiors it exudes as much : Superski, now the biggest skil el
as its lively owner. : area in the world with more than
e ushered into the wine cellar for | 1200km of pistes. The best deal is
ourofficial welcome, which involves many : to buy the Flexipass lift pass, which
eritivos, and Jenga stacks of 15-year- : covers the whole area (from £266 per Q9
parmesan and homemade fennel : adultforsixdays).It’s April —theend fg F
breadsticks. Stefano proudly shows off his : the season—somy expectations for fresh :

¥ine collection — talian only —and his i powder had been low, but a big dump :

ed“Ferrari”. Not a car, but thebrand’s : earlier in the week kept conditions i

each delivered with its own tale. The level : mountain life. The highest peak is the

Marmolada (3,343m), where there’s fan-

Innsbritk.

AUSTRIA
20 miles

-~

in a bowl of watery onion soup.
" But in Italy my first slopeside
U lunch, at Lorenzihiitte (mains
pezzo * from  £10,

- ski.com), is a luxurious sit-down

~ affair featuring a local shepherd’s
cheese, then wild mushroom gnoc-

y " means there is also canederli,
: traditional dumplings served in a broth.

i Blue-sky skiing is promised for the next
i day, so we take things easy at aprés hour

1 ¢ : i and head back to the chalet to enjoy the
ww“"ﬁ;ﬁﬁio?&ﬁéemﬁf | e T A TS | ﬁm :tot tub, indoo];_mnnisp spa and
e, which he describes as “drinkable” — : 3 mor (& DOlOIllltES Skl tl‘lpS endless fe::tm;';)o ;éta u;:gr f;iéa:s%thg :

orzotto ai formaggio, ricotta and aspara-

2 Uew favourite English word. We laugh :
Ve dlink glasses — its so “drinkable” I :

5 g il eafari in Alta Badia . impress small people. A rooftop  : gussalad—followed by salmerino (alocal
lan.to ;nsn)l:h some back in my sultt%aesre;)f : mrtfesfamously foodie valley ~ : terrace bar will win over oldies. i river fish) with polenta, and fgr the :
U host's i nights, to quoteano ia | Alta Badia, a “wine ski safari Detalls Seven nights' B&B from - carnivores venison shoulder from deer
iy Bumql!e phrases, is mammadmh__ i sees skiers zip between four i £886pp (movifamily.it). Fly or shot on Stefano’s farm, then a simple
ot Wh{l which he means utterlyl o; i huts to taste 60 South Tyrolean take the train to Venice : rhubarb panna cotta and a grappa.

e “N:inai llnany features of thde hu%f_’ i wines (£26pp, altabadia.org). : A S After breakfast the next day the safari :
0l are : e (the hot watgr.an Wi . i Details Seven nights’ half-board : Classy in ob Sk PE : really sets in, wgthahﬁb_y helicopter from
ming cated by the original wood- & R Lot polomitiin La Villa : All-new Ambra Cortina Luxury £ the chalet’s private helipad. Helicopters
H‘«mf stove), when it comes to food : from £1,355pp based on four i & Fashion Hotel features antler  : are available as an add-on for guests (who
e bstwﬂl travel across Italy to pick up : haring a room, with flights and : chandeliers, rustic Wo?d-l Y : are charged extra), but as heli-skiing is
Rgest Ingredients, and scoffs at my : :ran sfers (skiworld.co.uk) : panelling and decoratively hung : banned in Italy (you can fly across the
sy on of buying mozzarella from the : : antique raquettes (snow shoes).  : borderto Austria for that), lights can only
ous Prather than in Naples. Those de- : w family hotel in Corvara : Detalls Seven nights' B&B from - : transfer skiers to the pistes. There’s an
wdoﬂ'lspy Taralli crackers? Puglia. But : ?Ve‘th a soft play zone and “aqua ! £1,265pp including flights from  : added benefit, though, of arriving before :
QM“":H their cattle on local farmland. : furln” pool with slide, the Movi ~ i Londonand transfe7rs(.h i : thelifts open. Our helicopter sets down on :
thor l_zzﬁer course (ten of them) of : Family Aparthotel bas muchto : departing January 7 (heidicom) : soft snow at the top of the pistes of the
iferegy - <20ked food arrives, with?i=7aID ; ‘ i Cinque Torri ski area. It’s incredibly quiet,

Wine pairing for every dish, :

: perfect £S%

 artlifts and the Italians tend not to skipast :
: the Easter weekend (they startfocusingon :

- elevenses bombardino — a drink like egg- :
: crowd-free slopes of quaint Arabba, w
i top — at Le Table (letable.it), which does :
: at Rifugio Fodom (mains from £11, rif

: (merrioncharles.com). : wonders to help me find my ski legs. :
: Helicopter transfers from :  One of the many draws of the Dolomiti :
: £655 for six people. : Superski is that — alongside the larger :

: well-known ski areas such as the 40km :
: Sellaronda circuit and the resort of Corti- :
: na d’Ampezzo — smaller, crowd-free vil- :
¢ lages provide an authentic slice of Italian :

~ chi, while the proximity to Austria :

bends in the sunshi.ne.
Lunch is a trio of pastas in anoth

: mountaintop eatery with panoram
i views, Rifugio Averau (mains from £]
: rifugioaverau.it), then the helicopter 1
©turns to whisk us over the Dolomites. T

charismatic pilot, Gabriel Kostner, mak
an impromptu stop at his favourite §log
side bar, Sofie Hiitte (seceda.com) in t
Val Gardena/Santa Cristina skiarea, whe
his chums the owners impress their hogr
made tiramisu on us, and a delicious mir
digestivo, then continue the tour by skii
down through Val Gardena and the ap
named “Rock City”, traversing around t
imposing cliffs of the Passo Sella.
Normally guests can ski all the w
down from the Sella Ronda area to |
next accommodation stop on the saf
but as some lifts are already closed for |

: season we take a taxi from Lupo Biancc

the village of Canazei and our hotel, |

¢ canda degli Artisti. This is another fan

affair, opened in 2021 by the husband :

¢ wife Sergio and Emanuela Rossi, but it
: amodern, incredibly chicaesthetic. It

itself as'an art hotel, with each room d
cated to a different artist, and there is:
wall without an original piece. Food
creative highlight too, with their son, M
tino, as head chef whipping up potato
tellone filled with salted codfish, cre
barley with beetroot, and Moena
‘cheese, black garlic and apple.

Good job, then, that another solid d:
skiing is to follow. We spend the mor
in the Falcade-Tre Valli ski area, on

Mario grew up, and a mountain-top It

fodom.it), owned by his cousin. Maric
been a ski instructor here for 40 years
having such a well-versed local lea
means we discover hidden trails wit
tracks, empty lifts and the best snow

Our final night is spent at Rifugio F

: de, nestled away-at 2,000m in Trer
: and usually only accessible by sno
tastic off-piste skiing, and the food :
everywhereisa cutabove that ofthe :
French Alps — far cheaper and :
with more choice. As a pescatari- :
an, in France I brace myself for :
long self-service queues ending : welcome, and Emanuela treats us to:

: of the impressive 600-boftle wine
: before herson cooksup a Ladin and |
: terranean menu. Ladin, you ask? The
dolomitisuper :

snowmobile or on foot — but due t
lack of snow, Mario’s van can mak
journey. Also owned by the Rossi f
Fuciade is a completely different e
ence, though with the same familiar

refers to a minority ethnic group of 1

: ern Italy’s Tyrol, whose pre-Roman ¢
: and culture — including their simp

: sine — continue in the Dolomites.
i Most rifugios have old-timey Au:
: style decor — home-stitched curtai
: pillows and rooms warmedby a trad
: wood burning stube (stove). Visitor
: to Fuciade for this Ladin experien
: food alone: melt-in-the-mouth s
: Alpine charwith creamy milk, musf
: cream and bitter salad; ciajonci
: ravioli-like pasta — filled with wilc
: figs, poppy seeds and cinnamo
: potato spaghetti with truffle fondu

Guests usually come on a ski sz
; seven days, but even though mine'
; involved three, the many differer
: and miles of pistes we covered mac
: like many more. On our last night I
: my aching muscles in my room’s ¢
: tub, thinking what a surprise Italia;
: has been. While I expected chichi
: modation and House of Gucci-type
: what I got was genuine Italian h
: impeccable ski knowledge, a lu
: amount of fabulous pasta, chee
; wine, and surprisingly great sprir
: —weeven found fresh powder. It t
: la dolce vita, with a large dc
i “mamma mia luxury”. -



